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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3388 

THIS IS A JOINT STATE-DEFENSE MESSAGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS LE IS PLO 

SUB J : T .EBANESF, -ISRAELI NAVAL ENCOUNTER? 

1 . SUMMARY: GOL CLAIMS THAT LEBANESE NAVY JUNE 18 
SEIZED SHIP CARRYING ILLEGAL ARMS AND CONTRABAND FROM 
CYPRUS TO SOUTH LEBANON, BUT THAT ISRAELI NAVAL SHIPS 
INTERVENED, FIRED ON THE LEBANESE VESSELS AND EVENTUALLY 
SEIZED THE CONTRABAND SHIP. PRESS REPORTS FROM 

ISRAEL CLAIM ISRAELI NAVY SEIZED SHIP AND BROUGHT IT TO 
HAIFA, BUT MAKE NO REFERENCE TO LEBANESE NAVY INVOLVE- 
MENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. OFFICIAL GOL NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN JUNE 19, 
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ENGLISH EDITION, REPORTS FOLLOWING: 

QUOTE: "TSRAF.T.T ATTACKS ON LEBANESE COASTGUARD BOATS 
DURING OPERATION AGAINST SMUGGLED ARMS. 

"ISRAELI NAVAL UNITS YESTERDAY ATTACKED TWO 
COASTGUARD VESSELS OF THE LEBANESE NAVAL FORCE WHICH 
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WERE TOWING A SHIP LOADED WITH ARMS DESTINED FOR 
SARAFAND IN SOUTH LEBANON. 

"THE DAY BEFORE, THE ARMY COMMAND HAD RECEIVED 
INFORMATION INDICATING THAT THE SHIP, "DIMITRIA," WOULD BE 
SAILING FROM LIMASOL IN CYPRUS TO THE SOUTH WITH A SHIP- 
MENT OF ARMS, AMMUNITION AND OTHER SMUGGLED GOODS. 

"THE LEBANESE COASTGUARD VESSELS STOPPED THE 
SHIP AND TOOK OVER CONTROL OF IT AND WERE TOWING IT 
TOWARDS THE NAVAL BASE IN IOUNIEH WHEN ISRAELI NAVAL 
UNITS INTERVENED, OPENING FIRE ON THE LEBANESE VESSELS 
AND SEIZED THE SHIP. THE EXCHANGE OF FIRE BETWEEN 
THE TWO SIDES CONTINUED FOR OVER AN HOUR AFTER WHICH 
THE ENEMY SHIPS WERE ABLE TO SEIZE THE SHIP LOADED 
WITH ARMS AND TOW IT OUT OF THE LEBANESE TERRITORIAL 
WATERS, HAVING HIT ONE OF THE LEBANESE VESSELS. 

"THERE WAS NO LOSS OF LIFE AMONG THE LEBANESE 
SAILORS, A MILITARY BULLETIN REPORTED, AND THE 
LOSSES OF THE ENEMY WERE UNKNOWN." END QUOTE. 

3. LEBANESE ARMY COMMAND SOURCE TOLD DATT THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN AN EXCHANGE OF FIRE BETWEEN LEBANESE 
AND ISRAELI VESSELS AND THAT AFTER ITS RELEASE FROM 
HAIFA, THE "DIMITRIA" DID PROCEED TO SARAFAND AND 
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UNLOADED A CARGO (NATURE UNKNOWN). BECAUSE IT WAS 
ALLOWED TO PROCEED, FROM HAIFA, LEBANESE ARMY SOURCES 
SPECULATED THAT CARGO MUST HAVE BEEN CONTRABAND 
WHISKEY OR CIGARETTES. 

4. BEIRUT PRESS JUNE 20 QUOTES ISRAELI NEWSPAPER MAARIV 
MILITARY CORRESPONDENT REPORT REFERRING TO A SMALL 
CYPRIOT-FLAG CARGO SHIP WHICH WAS SEIZED BY ISRAELI 
NAVAL UNITS AND BROUGHT TO HAIFA, SEARCHED AND LATER 
RELEASED. 

5. PRESS COMMENTS THAT GOL REPORT IS FIRST EVER OF A 
SEA BATTLE BETWEEN LEBANON AND ISRAEL. IKE COMMENTS 
THAT REPORT IS FIRST SERIOUS ATTEMPT BY GOL TO BLOCK 
SUPPLIES TO PALESTINIANS SINCE THE CIVIL WAR. 
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